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Find your direction with The Library
Compass is your guide to discovering events and programming 
for children, families, teens, and adults.

Registration
Most events with The Library require registration, which is noted in their 
descriptions. Visit dcls.org/events, or call 717-234-4961 and choose 
option 6 to register. Once you’re registered, you’ll receive a confirmation 
email. For most recurring children’s programs, register once and you’re 
registered for all events following.

For virtual programs, please be sure to include your email address for a 
library employee to contact you with more information and any links you 
need to join. If you registered for a recurring virtual program, you’ll be 
contacted weekly with a link to the program.

For all programs, please be sure to include your phone number and/or email 
address when registering so that The Library can contact you if a program is 
canceled or changed. 

We respect your privacy
The Library sometimes photographs, records, or takes screenshots at 
events and programs for publicity purposes. If you’d prefer that you or your 
children not appear in any photos, videos, or screenshots taken by  
The Library, please let the leader know prior to the event.

Let us know what you think or suggest a program
Email eventscoordinator@dcls.org or contact us through our website  
or on social media.
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Holiday Closings: 
Labor Day: Sunday - Monday, September 4 and 5
All Libraries Closed for Staff Enrichment Day: Monday, October 3
Thanksgiving: Thursday, November 24
Christmas: Saturday – Sunday, December 24 and 25

Telling a 
People’s 
Story

October 20 – December 11 
McCormick Riverfront Library

For the first time, African-American 
children’s illustrated literature is the 
focus of a museum exhibition featuring 
art produced for book illustrations. The 
presentation of this genre offers a lens into 
the cultural, historical, and social makeup 
of African-American cultural identity, while 
also shedding light on the long-neglected 
world of African-American authors and 
illustrators in the pantheon of children’s 
literature. 

Find more information on page 13.

Books & Brews
Friday, October 21, 5:30 p.m.
Purchase your $35.00 ticket and 

get more details at dcls.org/beer



During each program, Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 
will read aloud from her books Mommy’s Khimar 
and Your Name is a Song and engage with families 
and children whether they are in-person or virtual 
attendees. Each family that registers will receive 
a signed copy of Your Name is a Song. In-person 
attendees can have their book personalized after 
the event.
1 hour. Registration is required and limited.

About the Author: Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow, M.S.Ed, is a Philadelphia-based, award-winning children’s book 
author. A former English teacher, she educated children and teens in traditional and alternative learning settings for 
more than 15 years. As an inaugural fellow with the Muslim Anti-Racism Collaborative (MuslimARC), she also developed 
foundational curricular frameworks for youth and adult anti-racist programming and this work continues to influence 
her writing. Her picture books and middle grade fiction, which feature young Black and Muslim protagonists, have been 
recognized as the best in children’s literature by Time Magazine, Read Across America, NCTE, and NPR, and she is a 2021 
Irma Black Award Honor author. In addition to producing children’s literature, she invests her time in the mentorship of 
aspiring children’s book authors through multiple programs including We Need Diverse Books and the Muslim Storytellers 
Fellowship of the Highlights Foundation where she is also a program committee member.
To learn more about her, please visit jamilahthewriter.com.

November 1-5, 2022

Joan Y. Leopold Children’s Book Week  
with Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow
For families with children of all ages

• East Shore Area Library  
 Saturday, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

•  Livestreamed Virtual Presentation on Zoom  
 Saturday, November 5 at 10:00 a.m.

• McCormick Riverfront Library 
 Saturday, November 5 at 3:00 p.m.

Joan Y. Leopold Children’s Book Week Celebration
This Children’s Book Week Celebration is made possible by the Joan Y. Leopold Endowment Fund. Joan Y. 
Leopold, a life long resident of Dauphin County, served as a board member of the Dauphin County Library System 
for more than 20 years. A tireless advocate for both child and adult literacy, her belief that reading opens a world 
of education and imagination lives on in her family, students and all those she touched through her efforts.
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For more information, visit dcls.org/CBW

Registration opens on September 12 at 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Book Week

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.4



Born to Read
For ages Birth – 18 months 
In-person
ESA: Mondays at 9:30 a.m.
EV: Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m.
AFL: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m.
Virtual on Zoom 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Baby, you are Born to Read! Experience songs and 
stories together to help your baby learn sounds, 
language, and a love of books. This program is for 
parents, grandparents, and caregivers to connect 
with their babies and each other. 
20 to 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. 

Toddler Storytime
For ages 19 – 35 months 
In-person
AFL: Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m.
ESA: Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Virtual on Zoom 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.
Give your toddler a foundation for early learn-
ing and reading skills. Songs, rhymes, finger-
plays, and stories will help toddlers develop a 
love of reading.  Adults will learn tips and tricks 
to continue the learning at home.
30 to 40 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. 

Preschool Storytime 
For ages 3 – 5 years 
In-person
AFL: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
ESA: Fridays at 9:30 a.m.
Virtual on Zoom  
Fridays at 11:00 a.m. 
Songs, rhymes, and stories help your child develop 
a love of reading and build early learning skills that 
will help your child succeed. Adults learn tips and 
tricks to continue teaching at home.
30 to 40 minutes.
Registration is required and limited. 

All Ages Storytime
For families with children of all ages
In-person
ESA: Mondays at 11:00 a.m.
MOM: Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
EV: Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. 
KL: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
Virtual on Zoom 
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
Children and adults will enjoy books, music, and 
rhymes. Early learning activities will be modeled 
for adults so that learning can continue at home 
and help your child to build their skills to be ready 
to succeed at whatever is next. 
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. 

Virtual Programs: You’ll need a computer or mobile device with camera and microphone to participate. 
Registrants for virtual sessions will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further instructions.

Please note that we will take a one week break from storytimes during the week of October 31. 

Check out a Storytime Kit at The Library! 
Use the kit to participate in The Library’s storytime  
at home or create your own storytime! Kits include  
a scarf, Lummi sticks, a beanbag, and a shakey egg.

Session 1:  September 26 to October 29  
Registration begins September 12 at 10:00 a.m.  

Session 2: November 7 to December 10 
Registration begins October 24 at 10:00 a.m. 

Stepping Stones to Milestones

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 5



Speech Links to Literacy 
For ages 3–5 years
MOM: Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
September Session: September 16, 23, and 30
Registration begins Monday, August 15 at 10:00 a.m.
October Session: October 7, 14, 21, and 28
Registration begins Monday, September 19 at 10:00 a.m.
November Session: November 4, 11, and 18
Registration begins Monday, October 17 at 10:00 a.m.

Join us with special guest Heidi Haas from the 
Capital Area Intermediate Unit for this unique 
storytime experience. We will combine the 
storytimes you know and love with Miss Heidi’s 
expertise in speech pathology to explore early 
childhood literacy through play, songs, stories, and 
other engaging activities. This program will go deeper 
than a traditional storytime by expanding your child’s 
developing skills of reading comprehension, sound 
production, and fluency. 
1.5 hours. Registration is required and limited. Register 
monthly for limited spots.

Winter Walk  
Jubilee
For all ages
December 1 to December 31
Even if you don’t celebrate, most of us are familiar 
with the Christmas holiday and all its trappings. But 
just how much do you know about all the other winter 
season celebrations? When visiting your library 
location this December, walk the Winter Festival Walk! 
Learn about Diwali, Las Posadas, Winter Solstice, 
Boxing Day, and more!
Drop in during business hours at any location.  
No registration required.

Chess and Go Club 
For all ages 
MOM: Saturdays, September 10, 24, October 8, 22, 
November 12, and December 10 at 11:00 a.m.  
Join us for a game of chess or learn how to play Go! 
All skill levels welcome. We will play and learn from 
each other. 
2 hours. Walk-ins welcome.

Harvest Hoedown
For families with children of all ages
AFL: Wednesday, October 12 at 5:30 p.m.
ESA: Thursday, October 20 at 6:00 pm
EV: Saturday, October 22 at 10:30 am
Apples, pumpkins, corn, and more! With autumn’s 
arrival, celebrate a cornucopia of fall-themed  
fun when you join us for a Harvest Hoedown  
at The Library.
About 45 minutes. Registration is required and limited.

Preschool and Family Programs

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.6



Please note that we will take a one week break from Paws 2 Read and Girl Scouts: Academic Edge 
during the week of October 31.

Paws 2 Read
For ages 6–11 years
Session 1: September 26 to October 29  
Registration begins September 12 at 10:00 a.m

Please note that The Library will be closed  
on October 3.

Session 2: November 7 to December 10 
Registration begins October 24 at 10:00 a.m.

ESA: Mondays at 6:00 p.m.
ND: Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m.
EV and KL: Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m.
Paws 2 Read encourages children of all reading levels 
to read to the easiest and most willing audience – a 
dog. Each attendee will read to a registered therapy 
dog for about 15 minutes. Registration for this 
program is by appointment. Reading sessions will be 
held outside as weather permits.
1.5 hours at ESA. 1 hour at ND, KL, and EV.  
Registration is required and limited.

Girl Scouts: Academic Edge
For Grades 4 through 6 
Session 1: September 26 to October 29 
For Grades K through 3 
Session 2: November 7 to December 15

Please note there will be no programs  
the week of November 21 .

MOM: Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
EV: Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.
Through Girl Scouts, a girl learns how to believe in 
herself as well as count on her community for support. 
She works as part of a team, brings people together 
to devise solutions, and respects and appreciates the 
views of others as much as she does her own. Join 
other girls to learn about STEM, Entrepreneurship, 
Life Skills, and the Great Outdoors. This FREE five-
week program will be focused on exploring Girl Scout 
traditions, engaging hands-on activities, and best 
practices to become a strong leader. 

All girls that participate will receive a 2022-23 
membership active from October 1, 2022 through 
September 30, 2023.
1 hour. Registration is required  
and limited. Please register by  
scanning the QR code. 

••
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School Age Programs

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 7



Did you know? The word “manga” 
comes from the Japanese word 
composed of the two kanji (man) 
meaning “whimsical or impromptu” 
and  (ga) meaning “pictures”. 

Fun fact!

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.8

Teen Dungeons  
and Dragons 
For ages 13–18 years   
Session 1 begins September 30
Session 2 begins November 11
Fridays at 4:00 p.m. on Discord 
Tell stories, cast spells, defeat the bad guy with 
Dungeons and Dragons! For beginners or experts. 
No dice, books, or characters required.   
2 hours. Registration is required and limited. 
Registrants will be emailed a Discord link and further 
instructions. Due to Discord’s terms of service, 
participants must be at least 13.  

Anime Club 
For ages 13–18 years  
ESA: Thursdays beginning October 13 at 4:00 p.m.   
Join us at East Shore Area Library on Thursdays! 
We’ll watch, read, and discuss your favorite animes 
and mangas as well as explore anime culture 
through creatively engaging activities like cosplay, 
cooking, drawing, and more.   
1 hour. Registration is required and limited.   

You’ll need a device with a microphone and optional camera to join virtual programs.

Jump Into Graphic Novels
For ages 8–13 years
KL: Thursdays, September 29, October 13 and 27, 
November 10 and 17 at 5:00 p.m.
ESA: Saturdays, October 1, 15, and 29, November 12 
and 19 at 2:00 p.m.
Do you love graphic novels? Have you ever wanted 
to try your hand at creating them yourself? Learn 
character and page design, how to tell your own 
story, and create your own short graphic novel. All 
while reading an assortment of graphic novels for 
inspiration!
1 hour. Registration is required and limited. 

Tween Dungeons and Dragons  
For ages 10–12 years  
Zoom Group 1:
Every other Friday from September 30 to 
December 9 at 4:00 p.m.  

Please note there wil be no program on Friday, 
November 25.

Zoom Group 2:
Every other Friday from October 7 to December 2  
at 4:00 p.m.  
Adventure? Check. Monsters? Check. An unlikely 
group of swashbuckling adventurers? That’s where 
you come in. Join us on Fridays to battle some  
of the worst monstrosities that the fantasy world 
has to offer. We need you. No... the world needs you.  
1 hour. Registration is required and limited. 
Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, password,  
and further instructions.  

Tween and Teen Programs



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 9

Ben Macintyre with Michael 
Neiberg: Prisoners of the Castle
Midtown Scholar Bookstore
1302 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg
Wednesday, September 28, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Midtown Scholar Bookstore and Dauphin County 
Library System are honored to welcome New York 
Times bestselling author Ben Macintyre for an  
in-person conversation and signing of his new work of 
narrative history, Prisoners of the Castle: An Epic Story 
of Survival and Escape from Colditz, the Nazis’ Fortress 
Prison. Macintyre will be in conversation with historian 
Michael Neiberg.
Register at midtownscholar.com.

Scan to borrow from 
The Library with your 
library card!

Community Partnership Programs

Third in the Burg 
McCormick Riverfront Library (MRL) 
101 Walnut Street, Harrisburg 

Books and Brews (see page 12)
For Ages 21+, Friday, October 21 at 5:30 p.m. 

STREAM Open Play Night
For Ages 18+
Friday, November 18 at 5:30 p.m. 
Unleash your inner kid and come play at The Library! 
We’ll have a variety of our STEM kits and activities set 
up for you to tinker with.
2 hours. Registration is not required.

Holiday Music
For Ages 18+
Friday, December 16 at 5:30 p.m. 
Enjoy the sounds of the holidays with classically 
trained musician, Ray Holland, and his mountain 
dulcimer, Lizzy Baldwin and her guitar, and Liz 
Augustine on vocals.
1 hour. Registration is required.

T. Morris Chester 
Welcome Center
AND RESEARCH COLLECTION 

A partnership that serves as an inspirational connector for the 
community and keystone to heritage and discourse that advances 
unity, peace, equity and justice.

Home of the Pennsylvania Past Players Thomas Morris Chester sculpted by Becky Ault and the team 
at ART Design Group and ART Research Enterprises, Inc.

T. Morris Chester, circa 1870
May 11, 1834 -September 30, 1892

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

T. Morris Chester Welcome Center

Live and Learn Lyceum, Open Studio, and Chautauqua:  
The Activist and the Animator
For Ages 18+
MRL and Zoom  : Thursdays, October 27, November 17,  and December 15 at 5:00 p.m.
Join The Library and the Commonwealth Monument Project each month  
to celebrate the life and legacy of the great abolitionist and journalist  
Thomas Morris Chester. 
2 hours. Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed 
further instructions to join virtual programs.

The Pennsylvania Past Players  
Living History Workshop Series
All Ages Welcome
MRL: Second and fourth Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m.  
Experience the Pennsylvania Past Players as they  
hone their craft and impart their knowledge of sharing  
their experiences and perspectives on modern life from  
the point of view of historic figures from the past with  
new Players and the public.
2 hours. Registration is required. PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Funding for these programs provided by



1000 Books Before Kindergarten
For ages 0–5

The idea is simple: build a daily reading habit with your child, log your reading, and 
earn prizes! Register your infant, toddler, or preschooler any time before they start 
kindergarten and start reading. Log the books you read. What counts towards your 
reading? EVERYTHING! You can read the same book 1000 times or you can read 1000 
different books. You can hear books at The Library’s storytimes and they count. An older 
sibling or grandparent can read, and it still counts!

Read three books a day and you’ll be done in less than a year!
Earn a prize book at 100 books, 500 books, and 1000 books, and sign our  
wall of readers at your library every time you hit a 100 book milestone.
Register today on Beanstack at dcls.beanstack.org. Pick up a paper log at any library, or 
log your reading online with the Beanstack Tracker app.

Unidos: 
Inclusivity for a Stronger Nation

National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated each year from 
September 15 to October 16. This year, the theme is “Unidos: Inclusivity 
for a Stronger Nation.” Honor diverse voices, unique perspectives, and 
rich cultural traditions through activities and book recommendations. 

Log your reading and complete activities to earn badges throughout the 
challenge. Earn 3 badges and earn a book to keep. You’ll also be entered 
to win one of two $25 gift certificates to Café de Olla (210 N. 3rd St., 
Harrisburg) or the grand prize, one $50 gift certificate!

Register today on the Beanstack app or at dcls.beanstack.org.

HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH
September 15 - October 16

Reading Challenges

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.10
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Preschoolers
Earn 100 points to complete the program!
For the 5 and under crowd, we are challenging 
our youngest library members to earn 100 points 
this winter. We recommend preschoolers log the 
number of books they read. Sign up for both the 
Winter Reading Challenge and 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten, and make your reading 
count double. 

School Aged Kids
Earn 200 points to complete the program!
Kids ages 5 to 12, your goal this winter is to earn 
200 points by logging your time spent reading, 
completing activities, and writing reviews. Keep 
an eye out each week for new activity challenges 
to earn your points faster. 

Teens
Earn 200 points to complete the program!
Teenagers ages 12 to 18, your goal this winter is 
to earn 200 points by logging your time spent 
reading, completing activities, and writing 
reviews. Keep an eye out each week for new 
activity challenges to earn your points faster. 

Adults
Earn 30 points to complete the program!
Adults ages 18+, your goal is to earn 30 points. 
We recommend adults log their reading by books. 
One book and one review per month will earn you 
all the points you need to complete the challenge.

Everyone
Register and log however works for you:

1.  Go to dcls.org/wrc and either sign back into 
your Beanstack account or create one for the 
first time.

2.  Download the Beanstack Tracker app (available 
for iOS and Android; just search for “Beanstack 
Tracker”) and either sign back into your 
Beanstack account or create one for the first 
time.

3.  Register at The Library and pick up a paper log. 
Stop by any library!

Winter Reading Challenge
December 1, 2022 to February 28, 2023
Cozy up on the couch and read along with The Library this winter. Earn points 
by logging your reading, writing reviews, creating picture reviews, and doing 
activities. Points allow you to choose your own Winter Reading adventure.

FOR 
ALL 
AGES!

Reading Challenges

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 11

Registration begins  
on December 1.



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.12

G R A N D  R E O P E N I N G

McCormick Riverfront Library
AT LAST: We are finally opening the cover on the newest edition of McCormick Riverfront Library!  

This setting–both brand-new in parts and historically preserved in others–is more spacious...  
more modern.... more child-friendly.... more community-centric... and a monument to the sense  

of BELONGING that lies at the heart of YOUR hometown library.  

You Belong Here...
Thursday, October 20, 2022

Ribbon Cutting & Dedication

10:00 a.m.
Cutting the Ribbon, Turning the Page

T. Morris Chester 
Welcome Center
AND RESEARCH COLLECTION 

 
 

12:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation Tour

Registration requested.
David Morrison, Historic Harrisburg Association and Charles Alexander, Architect 

3:00 p.m.
A History of the Haldeman Haly House

Registration requested.
Ken Frew, Dauphin County Historical Society 

5:30 p.m.
Historic Preservation Tour

Registration requested.
David Morrison, Historic Harrisburg Association and Charles Alexander, Architect 

You belong here for a homewarming celebration  
for the Pennsylvania Past Players.

Friday, October 21, 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
You Belong Here Welcome Tours

You belong here for a personal tour of the two buildings that are reopening as your new community center.  
The perks are on us–stop by at any time and have a Good Brotha’s coffee on us and take the mug home with you.

Friday, October 21, 5:30 p.m.
Books & Brews

You belong here for our first fundraising event at McCormick Riverfront Library and Haldeman Haly House. This  
special event will feature beer tastings with local breweries, live music with Pat Cusick, a buffet of “biergarten bites”,  

and a book signing with local author Rodney Ross. Purchase your $35.00 ticket and get more details at dcls.org/beer.

Saturday, November 5, 10:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m.
Fun & Family Day

You belong here with your family to experience the new library and children’s area dedicated to family, fun  
and STREAM activities. An adventure awaits that will culminate with Joan Y. Leopold Children’s Book Week author 

Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow. She will read aloud from her books and sign your free copy. See more details on page 4.

For more information visit dcls.org/YouBelongHere

GRAND REOPENING

Dedication



Teen Podcast
For ages 13–18 years
MRL: Wednesdays, beginning 
October 19 at 5:00 p.m.
We’re starting a new podcast  
just for teens! Whether you have 
a story to tell or just want to 
learn about audio production we 
have a place for you! Join us at 
McCormick Riverfront Library on 
Wednesdays where we’ll design a 
podcast around the issues and the 
stories that YOU want to tell.
1 hour. Registration is required  
and limited. 

Girls Who Code
Group 1: For grades 3 through 5
MRL: Mondays, October 24, 
November 7 and 21, and December 5 
at 5:00 p.m.
Group 2: For grades 6 through 12
MRL: Mondays, October 31, 
November 14 and 28, and  
December 12 at 5:00 p.m.
In 1995, 37% of computer scientists 
were women. Today it’s only 24% 
and that number is continuing 
to fall. Join us at The Library to 
learn basic coding and find out 
if computer science is the path 
for you! All girls and non-binary 
students welcome! 
1 hour. Registration is required  
and limited.  

Paleontologist  
for a Day
For ages 6–10 years
MRL: Tuesday, October 18  
at 5:00 p.m.
Join us for an adventure into the 
past as we excavate fossils using 
our brand-new Augmented Reality/
Virtual Reality zSpace computers!
1 hour. Registration is required  
and limited.

This series honors the memory of Morton Spector, a successful 
businessman and well-known community leader in the Harrisburg 
area, he served as a board member of the Dauphin County Library 
System for more than 15 years. Morton also served many nonprofit 
organizations as a board member or trustee, joyfully assisting those 
organizations with raising funds and fulfilling their missions. He 

ensured the growth and endurance of many valued institutions of learning and 
social services and led a “Fantastic!” life of good deeds.  
To learn more, visit dcls.org/endowments

Nonprofit Workshop Series
How to Get Your Board to Fundraise: 
Productive Fundraising with  
Chad Barger
For Ages 18+
MRL: Wednesday, November 9 at 12:00 p.m. 
Join fundraising master trainer, Chad Barger, CFRE, 
for a workshop focused on equipping and motivating 
your board members to be great fundraisers. You’ll 
learn how to help them get over their fear of fundraising 
and develop good fundraising habits. Accountability 
and follow through will also be discussed. The session 
includes tools and samples that you can use to start 
building a fundraising culture within your board.
1 hour. Registration is required.

NEW Programs for Kids

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 13

Traveling Exhibition 
Telling a People’s Story
MRL: October 20–December 11 
Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 
in Cleveland, OH, the Miami University 
Art Museum (Oxford, OH) is pleased 

to circulate the content of the original, groundbreaking 
2018 exhibition, Telling A People’s Story: African-American 
Children’s Illustrated Literature. 

For the first time, African-American children’s illustrated 
literature is the focus of a museum exhibition featuring art 
produced for book illustrations. The presentation of this 
genre offers a lens into the cultural, historical, and social 
makeup of African-American cultural identity, while also 
shedding light on the long-neglected world of African-
American authors and illustrators in the pantheon of 
children’s literature. 

Until the 1960s, and mostly the 1970s, African-American 
children rarely saw themselves depicted in children’s books 
from the perspective of African-American authors and 
illustrators. Telling A People’s Story is a celebration of  
the power of illustrated children’s books that showcases 
their story.

The Traveling Panel Exhibition, featuring 12 panels with 
120 reproduced illustrations, will be on display at the 
McCormick Riverfront Library from October 20 through 
December 11. 

Welcome Back! McCormick Riverfront Library Programs



Dungeons and Dragons 
For Ages 18+  
Zoom Group 1: Thursdays, September 8, October 6, 
and November 3 at 7:00 p.m.   
Zoom Group 2: Tuesdays, September 20 and November 
15 at 7:00 p.m.   
Calling all dungeoneers of Dauphin County! Register 
for our virtual D&D sessions to begin adventuring 
with The Library’s guild. Never played a tabletop 
game? That’s okay! We’re more than happy to help 
you learn.
1 hour. Registration is required. Registrants will be 
emailed further instructions to join virtual programs. 

A Tabletop for the Season 
For Ages 18+  
ESA: Tuesdays, October 25 and December 13  
at 5:00 p.m. 
Come to The Library for a seasonally themed 
tabletop role-playing game! Together, we’ll eat 
sweets, slay monsters, and have an incredible 
adventure. Costumes are more than welcome and 
encouraged! All skill levels are welcome to attend.

In October, we’ll be playing Kids on Brooms, a 
collaborative role-playing game with a rules-light 
storytelling system about taking on the life of a witch 
or wizard at a magical school you all attend. 

In December, we’ll be playing Thirsty Sword Lesbians, 
an innovative and narrative-focused game geared 
towards telling melodramatic queer stories with 
friends.
2.5 hours. Registration is required. 

Chess and Go Club 
For all ages 
MOM: Saturdays, September 10, 24, October 8, 
22, November 12, and December 10 at 11:00 a.m.  
Join us for a game of chess or learn how to play 
Go! All skill levels welcome. We will play and 
learn from each other. 
2 hours. Walk-ins welcome.

Crafternoon at The Library
For Ages 18+
AFL: Saturdays, September 17, October 22, November 
19 at 12:00 p.m.
We know that the daily grind can be stressful – that’s 
why we’re setting aside time each month for a fun 
and relaxing craft! Join us at the Alexander Family 
Library for a calming afternoon of crafting. All skill 
levels are more than welcome to come and enjoy.
2 hours. Registration is required.

Coffee Cupping Class with 
Elementary Coffee Co.
For Ages 18+
JOH: Thursday, September 29  
at 6:00 p.m.
Swing by our coffee cupping class 
with Andrea Grove of Elementary 
Coffee Co.! Andrea will guide 
participants through a tasting of a variety of 
their coffee blends. Together we will learn about 
coffee aroma, taste, and mouthfeel, as well as the 
differences between coffees from around the world. 
Don’t let the thought of drinking caffeine during this 
program’s evening hour scare you away! Similar to 
wine tasting, participants are advised to spit out the 
coffee after tasting it.
1 hour. Registration is required.

Programs for Adults

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.14



Lively Minds: Gingerbread House 
Decorating Contest
For Ages 18+
Sweet Treats: Monday, December 12 at 5:45 p.m.
72 N. Market Street, Elizabethville
Share a memorable night with The Library at a festive 
Gingerbread House competition! Learn from Angie, 
owner of Sweet Treats, how to create a confectionery 
building made of gingerbread. One to four people on 
a team. All materials will be provided.

The gingerbread houses will be on display for public 
vote at Sweet Treats and Elizabethville Area Library 
from December 14-21.  Award categories include 
Traditional Gingerbread, Authentic Reproduction of a 
Significant Building, and Incredibly Unusual Creation.
1.75 hours. Registration is required. Register yourself 
and up to 3 additional team members on the same 
registration.

Holiday Music
For All Ages
ND: Thursday, December 15 at 5:30 p.m.
Enjoy the sounds of the holidays with classically 
trained musician, Ray Holland, and his mountain 
dulcimer, Lizzy Baldwin and her guitar, and Liz 
Augustine on vocals.
1 hour. Registration is required.

Best Hikes of Northern  
Dauphin County
For Ages 18+
Sundays, October 2, October 23, and November 13 at 
2:00 p.m.
Join us as we explore gorgeous hiking trails located 
in Northern Dauphin County! We’ll check out some 
hidden gems, learn some local history, do creative 
activities – each hike will offer something different! 
Please bring water and dress in appropriate layers for 
the day’s weather. All other activity supplies will be 
provided.
1.5 hours. Registration is not required.

October 2: Nature Hike
Joseph E. Ibberson Conversation Area
1609 Back Road, Halifax
Moderate difficultly – this hike has some significant hills.
We will meet in the pavilion, next to the parking lot.

October 23: Nature Journaling
Myo Park
S. Market Street, Millersburg
Low difficulty – this hike is flat and perfect for beginners.
We will meet at the parking lot near the baseball field.

November 13: Local History Hike
Love Rock
Glen Park Road, Lykens
Moderate difficulty – this hike has some significant hills.
We will meet at the parking lot in Lykens Glen Park, near 
the baseball field.

Elizabethville Library Lively Minds Series 
is made possible by the Carole DeSoto 
Endowment with support by the Friends 
of Elizabethville Library and benefactor 
Jane C. Esterline.

Programs for Adults

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 15



Sip & Speak 
For Ages 18+ 
ESA: Thursdays, September 15, October 20, and 
November 17 at 3:00 p.m. 
Come sip some tea and let’s talk life, especially how 
we persevere, how we find hope, and how we define 
ourselves through it all. This book club features non-
fiction titles with themes of pain, loss, love, strength, 
and triumph. Light refreshments will be served. 
1.5 hours. Registration is required. 
 
September Pick: The Yellow House by Sarah Broom 
October Pick: Educated by Tara Westover
November Pick: Unfollow: A Journey from Hatred to 
Hope by Megan Phelps-Roper

Reading the  
Rainbow Book Club
For Ages 18+
Elementary Coffee Co., 
256 North Street, Harrisburg: Saturdays, October 8, 
November 12, and December 10 at 11:00 a.m.
Sip delicious, caffeinated beverages with fellow 
readers as we discuss LGBTQ+ books by LGBTQ+ 
authors. From sci-fi and contemporary, to romance 
and YA, we’ll read it all, as long as it’s good and gay!
1 hour. Registration is recommended, but not required. 
No purchase necessary to attend.

October Pick: Legends and Lattes by Travis Baldree
November Pick: Spoiler Alert: The Hero Dies  
by Michael Ausiello
December Pick: The Holiday Trap by Roan Parrish

Knit One, Crochet Too!
For Ages 15+ 
KL: Saturdays, November 19 and December 17  
at 10:30 a.m.
Whether you can whip up a sweater in a day or you 
don’t know a knitting needle from a crochet hook, 
this class is for you. Gather your supplies and join us 
for a morning of learning and conversation. 
2 hours. Registration is required.

Textile Series: Sewing  
and Upcycling with Fabric
For Ages 18+
EV: Tuesdays, October 11, 18, and 25 at 6:00 p.m.
This fall, we’re learning to sew by upcycling different 
textiles with our friend, Holly Etzweiler. We’ll start 
by making a hand-sewn project before moving into 
week two, where we’ll learn the ins and outs of a 
sewing machine. To conclude we’ll make a more 
complex, upcycled project together using sewing 
machines. Whether you’re interested in picking up a 
new skill, or you’re looking to renew your enthusiasm 
for a bygone hobby, we’d love to sew with you! All 
materials will be provided.  
1.5 hours. Registration is required. Register separately 
for October 11. Registrants for October 18 will 
automatically be registered for October 25.

October 11: Handsewn Upcycling Project: Glasses Case
October 18: Basic Machine Sewing: Fabric Bookmark 
October 25:  Upcycling Machine Sewing Project:  

Quilted Cozy

OCT NOV DEC

Programs for Adults

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.16



Intro to American Sign Language 
For Ages 16+
ESA: Thursday, September 22 at 6:00 p.m.
Learn the basics of American Sign Language. From 
this introductory lesson, you will learn fingerspelling, 
basic greetings, and how to introduce yourself. 
1 hour. Registration is required.

Spanish Language Conversation 
Group 
For Ages 15+ 
Zoom: Wednesdays, September 14, and  
November 9 at 6:00 p.m.   
Mission Mofongo & Mas, 1430 Derry St., Harrisburg 
Wednesday, October 12 at 6:00 p.m.
Join us for an hour of Spanish conversation, 
facilitated by Dr. Hector Ortiz. Each month, we’ll 
begin our session with a short grammar lesson 
before branching out into discussion. Whether you 
speak Spanish fluently or you are just beginning 
to learn the language, we welcome you to come 
together in community and conversation.  
In October, we welcome you to join us at Mission 
Mofongo & Mas for conversation over dinner. 
1 hour. Registration is required. Registrants will 
be emailed further instructions to join virtual 
programs.

Wellness and Exercise Program
For Ages 55+
AFL: Thursdays, October 6, 13, and 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Want to improve your cardiovascular health and 
overall energy levels? Learn from local health 
professionals how to:
•  design your own successful fitness program to 

sustain an active lifestyle 
• set goals that challenge you
• select your own exercise routine
• maintain and monitor your fitness
•  learn what food and lifestyle choices promote  

heart health 
•  understand how to implement these choices  

into your daily routine
1.5 hours. Registration is required. Registrants are 
expected to attend all 3 program sessions.

Blood Drive 
For Ages 17+
AFL: Wednesday, September 14 from 12:00 p.m.  
to 5:00 p.m. 
The Scottish Rite Cathedral, 2701 North Third Street, 
Harrisburg: Saturday, October 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 
Valley Lighthouse, 105 Main Street, Lykens: Thursday, 
December 8 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
The Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank will be 
partnering with The Library to accept blood 
donations. Not only will your donation save lives, but 
you’ll also get a snack! 
5-6 hours. A form of ID is required to donate. 
You must be at least 17 years old or 16 years old 
with parental consent. Registration is strongly 
suggested. Walk-ins are welcome, but donors with 
appointments will be taken first. 

Register at 717GiveBlood.org and click “Donate 
Now” or call 1-800-771-0059.

Medicare 101 
For Ages 18+ 
KL and Zoom: Tuesday, October 18 at 6:00 p.m.  
New to Medicare and not sure how to navigate it? 
This informational session with Jay Bhagat from 
Financial Education Partnership has you covered. 
Learn about Medicare Parts A and D, the different 
plans and supplements that are available, 
individual part coverage, and more. By the end 
of the session, you will feel better prepared for 
Medicare enrollment. 
1 hour. Registration is required. Registrants 
will be emailed further instructions to join 
virtual programs.

Programs for Adults

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 17



Hari Jones: Hidden Histories Program Series

Dr. Holly A. Pinheiro, Jr. in 
Conversation with Scott LaMar
For Ages 15+
ESA and Zoom: Wednesday, November 16 at 6:00 p.m.  
Join us for an evening in conversation with Dr. Holly 
A. Pinheiro, Jr., facilitated by Scott LaMar of WITF’s 
Smart Talk. Dr. Pinheiro’s research focuses on the 
intersectionality of race, gender, and class in the 
military from 1850 through the 1930s. Counter to the 
national narrative which championed the patriotic 
manhood of soldiering from the Civil War through 
the 1930s, his research reveals that African American 
veterans and their families’ military experiences were 
much more fraught. Economic and social instability 
introduced by military service resonated for years and 
even generations after soldiers left the battlefield.

Dr. Holly A. Pinheiro, Jr. is an Assistant Professor 
of African American History in the Department of 
History at Furman University. He has also started 
preliminary work for a new monograph that will 

examine all Pennsylvania born soldiers who 
trained at Camp William Penn. He’s also been 
interviewed by the History Channel, Curiosity 
Streams, the Washington Post, and New York 
Times. He’s also a Senior Editor for Black 
Perspectives.
1.5 hours. Registration is required. 
Registrants will be emailed further 
instructions to join virtual programs.

Hidden Histories Program Series and Collection
The Library has partnered with the Dauphin County Commissioners to create a carefully curated, permanent Hidden 
Histories collection and program series that celebrates the life and work of visionary historian, Hari Jones. Both the 
program series and collection have been designed to foster ongoing community dialogue, discussion and discernment.

Getting Started with Family 
History
For Ages 18+
MOM: Saturday, October 15 at 11:00 a.m.
Have you wanted to take the plunge into researching 
your family’s history but are not sure how to 
start? Join our Information Services staff as we 
commemorate National Family History Month with 
an interactive workshop created to help you get 
your research started on the right foot. You will gain 
some helpful knowledge, get started on filling out 
important forms and learn how to avoid common 
mistakes from the beginning. Forms will be provided 
but feel free to bring your mobile device and any 
“getting started” materials and questions you have.  
1.5 hours. Registration is required.

Kindred Spirits Genealogy 
Workshop
Zoom: First Saturday of each month,  
12:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m.   
When possible, in-person workshops will resume at MOM.
Kindred Spirits Genealogy Workshop Group (GWG) is 
an informal network of amateur genealogists officially 
established in 2017 by Harrisburg natives Dr. Sharonn 
Williams, founder, and Mr. Calobe Jackson, consultant. 
Members are descendants of the enslaved and of 
slaveholders, having varying degrees of experience with 
family history research, who gather to learn from and 
provide support for one another as they honor legacy 
and document lineage. 
To receive additional information and meeting 
invitations and links:
• Send Email: KindredSpiritsGWG@gmail.com 
• Join the Mailing List: forms.gle/9Y7zfiHjMer5VkkK9

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.18



AFL Friends
Friends’ Book Sale 
September 20-24, 2022 –Upstairs at AFL
Tuesday, September 20: 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. (Friends’ Presale) 
Wednesday, September 21: 10:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 22: 10:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, September 23: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Half-Price Sale) 
Saturday, September 24: 10:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. ($3 Bag Sale) 

Novel Thoughts Book Club 
AFL: Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. (Room B)
September 6–Body in the Garden by Katharine Schellman 
October 4–The Life We Bury by Allen Eskens 
November 1–Murder on Black Swan Lane by Andrea Penrose 
December 6–The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewell 

Novel Thoughts Too Book Club 
AFL: Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. (Room B) 
September 20–The Only Women in the Room by Marie Benedict 
October 18–Our Man in Havana by Graham Greene 
November 15–The Salt Path by Raynor Winn 
December 20–General book discussion 

ESA Friends
Book and Media Sale
Collection & Sorting:
Thursday, September 29: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Friday, September 30: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 1: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Member’s Preview Sale:
Wednesday, October 5: 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Book Sale:
Thursday, October 6: 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Friday, October 7: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 8: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Books by the Bag Sale) 

Volunteers needed! Contact Bonnie Hindman at 
bonniehindman@gmail.com or 717.433.8055

EV Friends
Join The Friends! 
The Friends meet the first Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Stay up-to-date. Like Friends of Elizabethville Library on 
Facebook. 
T-Shirt Sale 
Short sleeve $17.50. Long sleeve $18.75.
Fall Pop-Up Book Sale
Wednesday, November 2 thru Saturday 
November 5, 2022, at Elizabethville Area Library
Special Children’s Holiday event in December.
Watch EV Library for details. 
Looking For A Book Club? Come Join Us! 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the basement 
of the Elizabethville Area Library. You do NOT have to finish the 
book to participate in the book club. If interested, contact Emily 
Degnitz at 717-422-1614 or sports4emily@hotmail.com.
September 15: The Exiles by Christina Baker Kline
October 20: Home Before Dark by Riley Sager 
November 17:  A Catered Thanksgiving by Iris Crawford

KL Friends

Book Bingo at Kline Library
For families with children of all ages
Thursdays, October 6 and November 3 at 5:30 p.m.

Yes, Bingo is back! Come play this classic with your  
family and friends. There will be books and other  
prizes for players of all ages. 

1 hour. Registration is required and limited.

Fall Book Sale and Kids Day
KL: Saturday, October 22 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
(Community Room)

Kids are encouraged to dress up in costume for this Halloween-
themed kids’ day! Kids can pick out free books and enjoy some 
treats. Activities are for kids and families. An antique 1950s 
bookmobile will be on site, courtesy of the Antique Automobile 
Club of America Library & Research Center. The Girl Scouts in 
the Heart of PA will also be setting up a tent and informational 
table during the event.

Winter Book Sale 
KL: December 2-3 (Community Room)

Kids can pick out some free books each day. Sale content to 
include Adult Fiction; coffee table and gift books; Spiritual/
Inspirational; Holiday Crafts and Decorating; Reference books; 
Classics; and Media.
Friday, December 2:. 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 3: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Bag Sale starts  
at 1:00 p.m. Fill a bag for $5.)

MRL & MOM Friends 
Sip ‘n Swap
Harrisburg Midtown Arts Center, 1110 N. 3rd St., Harrisburg 
Friday, September 16 at 6:30 p.m.  
Join McCormick & Olewine Library Friends for Sip ‘n Swap! 
Bring a favorite book or two and swap for something new. We 
will be on site with a selection of new and used books. Enjoy a 
drink, chat with other swappers, and learn what MOLF and  
The Library have in store. 
2 hours. Drop in. No registration is required.

ND Friends 
Are you FOND of your library?
Come meet the members of the Friends of Northern Dauphin 
Library and get to know how they support the ND library, and 
how you can join the fun! Participants can enjoy a dessert bar, 
tour the library, and everyone who comes will get a voucher for 
one free book from the ND Book Sale.
October 11, drop in anytime between 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
ND Friends Meetings
1st Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m.-6:45 p.m.

JOH Friends 
The Johnson Memorial Library in Millersburg is looking for 
Friends! Want to be our friend? 
Join at dcls.org/joh_friends and someone will be in touch.

A thriving library is one with many FRIENDS. 
Elizabethville Area Library Friends

Friends Events

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6. 19
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 William H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library (AFL)
200 West 2nd Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717.566.0949

 East Shore Area Library (ESA)
4501 Ethel Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
717.652.9380

 Elizabethville Area Library (EV)
80 North Market Street
Elizabethville, PA 17023 
717.362.9825 

Johnson Memorial Library (JOH)
799 East Center Street
Millersburg, PA 17061 
717.692.2658

Kline Library (KL)
530 South 29th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17104 
717.234.3934

 Madeline L. Olewine 
Memorial Library (MOM)
2410 North 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
717.232.7286

McCormick Riverfront Library (MRL)
101 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717.234.4976 

 Northern Dauphin Library (ND)
683 Main Street
Lykens, PA 17048 
717.523.0340

dcls.org
Your Ninth Library
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
Visit now!
24/7 RENEWALS
Toll Free 1.877.709.2690

MARCO 
Your Exploration Station 
Out and about in your community

Free WIFI Open for Discovery

   f acebook.com/DCLS.PA 

dcls.org/FBkids 

dcls.org/FBadults

  twitter.com/dcls_library 

  instagram.com/dcls_library 

  dcls.org/youtube

  
tiktok.com/@dcls_library

Join our social media community


