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Susan Orlean 
Author of the Year 

Read her books  
this Winter! Plan  
to see her LIVE  
on May 8, 2021. 

Join our “Author of the Year” 
email list to receive alerts about 
upcoming Susan Orlean programs 
and updates on her Spring event  
at dcls.org/susanorlean.

Details on pages 4-5.



Find your direction with The Library
Compass is your guide to discovering events and programming 
for children, families, teens, and adults.

For now, our programming will continue virtually.

Registration
Most events with The Library require registration.  
Visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

When you are registered, you’ll receive a confirmation email, and you’ll 
be contacted by a Library employee with more information and any 
links you may need to our online events.

For recurring children’s programs, register once and you’re registered 
for all events following. You’ll be contacted each week with a link to the 
program. Even online, programming is better together! Please plan to 
stay and interact with your child during the program.

We respect your privacy
The Library sometimes photographs, records or takes screenshots at 
virtual and in-person events and programs for publicity purposes. If 
you’d prefer that you or your children not appear in any photos, videos 
or screenshots taken by The Library, please let the leader know prior 
to the event.

Let us know what you think or suggest a program
Email eventscoordinator@dcls.org or contact us on social media.
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Warm Hands,  
Warm Hearts Project 
Donate hats, gloves, scarves, and blankets at any of 
The Library’s locations this winter. Back for a fourth 
year, this project helps those in need stay warm 
during the cold winter months. Donations can be 
new or homemade and should be deposited in a 
designated drop-off bin. Blue baskets are set up in 
the libraries for people to take what they need. 

For kids:
 January: Laundry Detergent Snowmen
 February: Necklaces
 March: Paper Bag Kites

For teens:
 January:  Crystal Snowflakes (made with borax)
 February:  Fandom Bottlecap Pins
 March:  Bouncy Ball Slime (made with borax 
  and Elmer’s glue)

For adults:
 January: Sock Snow Friends
 February: Felt Geode Coasters
 March: Embroidered Patches



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Author of theYear

Join our “Author of the Year” email list by visiting dcls.org/SusanOrlean to receive 
alerts about upcoming Susan Orlean programs and updates on her Spring event.

The Gift of Susan Orlean 
The holidays are the perfect time to unwrap 
the gift of Susan Orlean, our extraordinary 
Author of the Year.   

As the beloved crafter of The Orchid Thief, Rin Tin 
Tin, The Library Book, and so many other works  
of page-turning literature, Susan proves that the 
library, infinite with options, is the penultimate  
“Place to Belong.” 

Curl up with some hot chocolate and a downy blanket 
and discover for yourself why Susan Orlean is the 
award-winning observer and chronicler of our times.  

Then come connect with her and our close-knit community of dreamers in 
person at a free public event to be held on the afternoon of Saturday, May 8th. 
With Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 9, a personal chat with Susan Orlean would 
be a fitting gift for the unconditionally loving person who always sees the good 
in you. Or moms, treat yourself to this storybook indulgence!  

Stay tuned for further details about Susan Orlean’s appearance in our 
neighborhood in the merry, merry month of May! 

Did you know? 
Long before she became an award-winning and distinctly American author 
and beloved writer for The New Yorker, Susan Orlean spent her childhood in 
Cleveland, Ohio and studied literature and history at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. After college, she decided to abandon her plans to go to law 
school to fulfill her dream of being a writer, living in Oregon and writing for 
an alternative newsweekly in Portland, then for Rolling Stone and The Village 
Voice. She moved to Boston in 1982, and wrote for the Boston Globe, starting 
her first book, Saturday Night, in that historic city. Four years later, she moved 
to New York, wrote The Orchid Thief, became a staff writer at The New Yorker, 
got married, and added a Welsh Springer Spaniel to her family. These days, she 
lectures, teaches, and writes pieces for The New Yorker and other magazines, 
while working on books. Her meticulously researched and artfully crafted  
book about the Los Angeles Public Library and the arson fire there in 1986,  
The Library Book, was published in October, 2018, by Simon and Schuster,  
and catapulted her into the ranks of the most loved authors in the nation. She 
now splits her time between Los Angeles and the Hudson Valley of New York, 
with her husband, son, and menagerie of animals.
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

5

Susan Orlean

Love, Laughter,  
and a Good Internet 
Connection:
Supporting the Socioemotional 
Development of Young Children
For ages 16+ 
Thursday, January 21  
at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom

In January, we are spotlighting Susan 
Orlean’s picture book, Lazy Little Loafers, 
which is an illustrated lament from the 
viewpoint of a disgruntled older sibling 
who wonders, “Why don’t babies work?”

We know that babies are, in fact, working cognitively 
all the time, absorbing everything their little eyes 
can see, and that some of the most important 
developmental years happen early. It’s no secret 
that we are currently living through unprecedented 
times and have had to find new ways to engage the 
young children in our lives. 

Dr. Hannah Mudrick, Assistant Professor of Human 
Development and Family Studies at Penn State 
Harrisburg, will help participants navigate social and 
emotional development of young children during the 
ongoing pandemic. She will discuss the importance 
of caring relationships and engagement with 
children, among other topics. There will also  
be opportunities for discussion and Q&A with  
Dr. Mudrick.  

 60 minutes.  

The Orchid Thief:
Book Discussion 
For ages 18+ 
Thursday, February 25  
at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom
In 1994, John Laroche and three 
Seminole Indians – Dennis 
Osceola, Vinson Osceola, and 
Russell Bowers – were arrested 
with rare orchids they had 
stolen from a wild swamp in 
south Florida that is filled with some of the world’s 
most extraordinary plants and trees. Laroche had 
planned to clone the orchids and then sell them 
for a small fortune to impassioned collectors. After 
he was caught in the act, Laroche set off one of 
the oddest legal controversies in recent memory, 
which brought together environmentalists, Native 
American activists, and devoted orchid collectors. 
The result is a tale that is strange, compelling,  
and hilarious.

 60 minutes.  

Save Your Place!  
Read her books this Winter! Plan to see 
her LIVE on Saturday, May 8, 2021.

dcls.org/SusanOrlean

The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup:
Book Discussion
For ages 18+ 
Thursday, March 25  
at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom
Published in 2002, Susan Orlean’s The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup: My 
Encounters with Extraordinary People is a collection of Orlean’s best profiles. Each 
piece focuses on people – from the well-known Bill Blass and Tonya Harding to 
a ten-year-old boy and an unemployed Hollywood agent. This book explores the 
stories of a diverse cast of individuals, full of their passions and eccentricities. 

 60 minutes.  

Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, 
password, and further instructions. 



Reading Challenges on Beanstack

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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The Winter Reading Challenge
For all ages

December 20, 2020 through February 28, 2021

Sign up for the challenge by going to  
dcls.org/wrc, or sign into your 
Beanstack account. Complete the 
challenge by getting tic-tac-toe!

Read books that fit our categories. You can 
interpret them however you see fit for age 
level and ability. Get three in a row to earn a 
prize and be entered to win one of nine 

digital gift card prizes. There are 9 for kids, 
9 for teens, and 9 for adults. Complete 
more rows to earn more entries.

Tic-tac-toe boards are available in all 8 
libraries and digitally at dcls.org/wrc. Or 
participate through Beanstack on your 
computer or your phone.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
For ages Birth – 5 years

The idea is simple: build a daily reading habit with your child, log your reading, 
and earn prizes!

Register your infant, toddler, or 
preschooler any time before they begin 
kindergarten and start reading. Log the 
books you read. What counts towards your 
reading? EVERYTHING! You can read the 
same book 1000 times. You can read 1000 
different books. You can hear books during 
storytimes with The Library and they count. 
An older sibling or grandparent can read, 
and it still counts!

Read three books a day, and you’ll be 
done in less than a year!

Earn a prize book at 100 books, 500 books, 
and 1000 books, and sign our wall of 
readers at your library every time you hit a 
100 book milestone. Register today on 
Beanstack at dcls.beanstack.org.

Pick up a paper log at any library, or log 
your reading online with the Beanstack 
Tracker app. 



Storytimes

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Born to Read

Registration is required and limited for all Storytimes. Registrants  
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

To join these programs, you’ll need a computer or mobile 
device with camera and microphone to participate.

Check out a Storytime Kit at The Library! 

Use the kit to participate in The Library’s storytime at home or create your own storytime! Kits include a 
scarf, Lummi sticks, a beanbag, and a shakey egg.

Born to Read
For ages Birth – 18 months 
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 
Baby, you are Born to Read! Experience songs and stories together to help 
your baby learn sounds, language, and a love of books. Connect with other 
parents via Zoom. This program is for parents, grandparents, caregivers and 
their babies.  
About 20 minutes.  
 

Toddler Storytime
For ages 19 – 35 months 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
Give your toddler a foundation for early learning and reading skills. Songs, 
rhymes, fingerplays, and stories will be presented via Zoom.  Adults will learn 
tips and tricks to continue the learning at home. 
About 30 minutes. 

Preschool Storytime 
For ages 3 – 5 years 
Fridays at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
Songs, rhymes, and stories help your child develop a love of reading and build 
early learning skills that will help your child succeed. This program will be 
presented via Zoom. Adults learn tips and tricks to continue teaching at home.
About 30 minutes.  
 

Family Storytime
For families with children of all ages
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Join all your friends on Zoom for an early learning bonanza. We’ll have stories, 
songs, rhymes, fingerplays, and more that will help your child build their skills 
and be ready to succeed at whatever is next.
About 30 minutes. 

Storytimes and weekly programs begin on Monday, January 4, 2021.



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Programs for Kids and Teens

To join these programs, you’ll need a computer or mobile 
device with camera and microphone to participate.

Cruise into Kindergarten
For ages 4 – 6
Mondays, February 1, 8, 22, and March 1 at 
11:00 a.m. on Zoom 
Help your child get ready for school with 
our Cruise into Kindergarten program. This 
program promotes basic concepts like colors, 
counting, patterns and early literacy skills. We 
will introduce circle time, read books, and share 
play activities that build school readiness skills. 
About 35 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions.

Virtual Create Lab
For ages 6 – 12 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom 
While we can’t be together to discover and 
explore, plenty of STEAM can happen right 
where you are! Bring your own science, tech, 
engineering, art, or math activities and share 
with others via Zoom! LEGOs and other blocks, 
experiments, tech gadgets/gaming, and art 
of all kinds can be worked on individually (or 
simultaneously) in a social, virtual atmosphere.
About 45 minutes.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

••
•s

ca
n to register•••

Storytimes and weekly programs begin on Monday, January 4, 2021.

Paws 2 Read
For ages 6 – 11
Mondays, March 1, 8, 15, 22,  
and 29 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Read to your favorite Paws dog over Zoom. 
Register for a 15 minute time slot by filling 
out our form. Scan the QR code for easy 
access or go to dcls.org/paws. After you 
submit the form, you’ll be contacted by a Youth 
Services staff member with a time slot, more 
information, and the Zoom link you’ll need  
to join.
1.5 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions.  

 

Mindfulness for Teens
For ages 13 – 18
Every 3rd Saturday, January 16, February 20, 
and March 20 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Life can be stressful. Sometimes we all just need 
to take some time to care for ourselves. Join 
the teen services staff every 3rd Saturday for a 
morning of self-care, mindfulness, and yoga. 
1 hour.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions.



Post-Grad Prep 
for LGBTQ+ 
Students with  
Dre Ceja
For ages 15+
Wednesday, January 20 at 
4:30 p.m. on Zoom

Dre Ceja, Director of Training and Education at 
the LGBT Center in Harrisburg, will join us over 
Zoom to discuss what options are out there for 
you after high school. Whether you’re thinking 
of attending a traditional college, finding a trade 
school, or getting right out into the workforce, 
Dre will be here to answer your questions.  
1.5 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions.

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Programs for Kids and Teens

BOOK CLUBS

Anime Club
For ages 13 – 18
Mondays at 4:00 p.m. on Discord
Join us on Discord to discuss your favorite  
animes and manga with other people who like  
the same thing! Due to Discord’s terms of 
service, participants must be at least 13.  
A device with a microphone and a camera  
is recommended. 
About 1 hour.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a 
Discord link and further instructions. 

YA Book Club
For ages 14 – 17
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. on Discord
Join us once a week as we talk about our favorite 
books! We will be changing the theme of the 
books we read each month to coincide with  
The Library’s promotional theme. January’s 
theme is the ALA Book Awards. February’s theme 
is Black History Month, and March’s theme is 
Women’s History month. Registration is rolling, 
so sign up any time! Due to Discord’s terms of 
service, participants must be at least 13.  
A device with a microphone and a camera  
is recommended. 
1.5 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will 
be emailed a Discord link and further instructions.

Discover Our Community: 
A Discussion About Race 
in Central PA
For ages 13 – 18
Thursday, February 18  
at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
We at The Library believe that Knowledge 
Promotes Understanding, and a powerful way 
to live that is to host meaningful community 
discussions. Join us and Harrisburg City Council 
Member Danielle Bowers as well as Library 
Board of Trustees Member Floyd Stokes to 
respectfully discuss topics of race as they relate 
to our community.  
1.5 hours. Registration is required and limited. 
Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, password, 
and further instructions. 



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Programs for Kids and Teens

ONLINE GAMES

Animal Crossing with  
The Library
For ages 11 – 18
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. on Animal Crossing:  
New Horizons
Join us at our newest branch in Animal Crossing: 
New Horizons as we gather virtually to play games, 
exchange items, and hang out on our library 
island. Drop in any time between 3:30 p.m. and 
5:00 p.m. every Tuesday! 

You’ll need your own Nintendo Switch and Animal 
Crossing: New Horizons game to participate.

1.5 hours.
Registrants will be emailed the weekly Dodo Code to 
access our island the day of the program. 

Twitch: Women of Gaming
For ages 11 – 14
Mondays, March 8, 15, and 22  
at 6:00 p.m. on Twitch
Watch librarian Jess as she tries, and possibly 
fails, at playing a variety of games. Over three 
evenings in March, Jess will explore several 
different games made by women and share the 
background stories behind each game. Head  
to https://www.twitch.tv/dclsteenhangout  
to watch the action.
1.5 hours.
No registration required. A Twitch account is needed 
to chat, but not required for viewing.

Dungeons and Dragons
For ages 13 – 18
Fridays at 4:00 p.m., and Saturdays at 3:00 p.m. 
on Discord
Tell stories, cast spells, defeat the bad guy with 
Dungeons and Dragons! For beginners or experts. 
No dice, books, or characters required.
Due to Discord’s terms of service, participants 
must be at least 13. A device with a microphone 
and a camera is recommended. 
2 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will 
be emailed a Discord link and further instructions.

D&D Tutorial
For ages 11 – 18
Every 2nd Thursday, January 14, February 11, 
and March 11 at 6:00 p.m on Zoom 
Have you always wanted to try Dungeons and 
Dragons, but have no idea where to begin? Come 
clear a dungeon that will teach you the rules of 
the game and allow you to become an adventurer! 
For beginners or those that want a refresh on 
Dungeons and Dragons 5th Edition. 
1.5 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will 
be emailed a Zoom link and further instructions.

Discord Hangouts
For ages 13 – 18
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m. (Gaming)
Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. (Chat)
It’s harder than ever lately to hang with friends 
outside of school, so come join our Discord 
server! Join The Library and other teens from the 
community on Discord, a safe communication 
app, on Tuesdays after school as we game 
together, and Thursdays after school to chat and 
hangout. Who knows, maybe you’ll join one of our 
other Discord-based programs along the way! 
Due to Discord’s terms of service, participants 
must be at least 13.
2 hours.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a 
Discord link and further instructions.

Stay on task with us on 
Tuesdays on Discord.



Family Paint Party
For families with children of all ages
Saturday, January 23 at 10:00 a.m., and 
Thursday, January 28 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom

Join us for a virtual paint party! A simple, seasonal, 
family-friendly project will be explained step-by-step. 
We will use many supplies that can be found around the 
house. Supply lists will be emailed to participants and 
will also be available at The Library.  
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will be 
emailed a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

The “Me” Quilt
For families with children of all ages
Saturday, February 20 at 10:00 a.m., and  
Thursday, February 25 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom

Featuring the book Cassie’s Word Quilt by Faith 
Ringgold, children and families will be encouraged 
to create their own, individual quilts using photos, 
pictures cut from media or their own drawings.  As 
Cassie explores her home, neighborhood and school, 
introducing her family, hobbies and interests, families 
will be encouraged to add their own for a quilt that 
describes what makes them unique and just who  
they are!
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will be 
emailed a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

Pajama Party
For families with children of all ages
Thursday, March 25 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom

You’re invited to a Pajama Party! The best part? You 
don’t even have to leave the comfort of your home! 
Join The Library and other families via Zoom, wear 
your PJs, bring your favorite stuffy, and don’t forget a 
snack! Enjoy stories and activities related to sleeping, 
jammies, and having fun with family.
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will be 
emailed a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

Take a StoryWalk®  
with The Library!
For families with children of all ages
Visit one of two StoryWalk® locations to read a 
story together as you walk and play. Stories will 
be changed seasonally, so come back often!

To join these programs, you’ll 
need a computer or mobile 
device with microphone and 
optional camera.

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Family Programs

The Ned Smith Center for Nature and Art
176 Water Company Rd, Millersburg, PA 17061
Take Smitty’s Locust Loop trail to read In the Snow: 
Who’s Been Here? by Lindsay Barrett George.

The Capital Area Greenbelt 
Park on Elliot Street across from Quigley’s Tavern.
Cross over Cameron Street at the crosswalk, and 
follow the Greenbelt along Spring Creek to read   
When Winter Comes by Nancy Van Laan.



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Adult Programs

Dungeons and Dragons
For ages 18+ 
Thursdays, January 14, February 11, and  
March 11 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  
Join us for a virtual tabletop game night! We 
may not be able to gather in person to go on 
adventures, but that won’t stop us from exploring. 
Never played a tabletop game? That’s okay! We’re 
more than happy to help you learn—the more the 
merrier! Can’t make it to every session? Our expert 
dungeon master has prepared 1-hour campaigns 
so we will start fresh each time.

 1 hour.  

Intro to Gaming 
For ages 16+ 
Thursday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom
Are you interested in getting into gaming but 
intimidated by the idea? Join our gaming 
ambassador, Luann Stubbs, from the Central PA 
Game Club, for an evening all about gaming! From 
tabletop games, to board games, to card games, 
Luann is here to answer all your questions, provide 
recommendations, and assure you that gaming is 
for everyone!

 1 hour.  

Animal Crossing:
New Horizons 
For ages 18+ 
Tuesdays, January 19, February 16, and March 16 
at 4 p.m. on Zoom
Are you an adult who enjoys playing Animal 
Crossing: New Horizons? Looking for new ideas for 
your island? Whether you’ve played for only a few 
hours or over 100, join us for a relaxing afternoon 
of island hopping and exploration!

 2 hours.  

Lawyers in Libraries:  
Civil Legal Services
For ages 18+ 
Join MidPenn Legal Services and the Dauphin 
County Bar Association for informational sessions 
about navigating your civil legal needs. After a 
general presentation at the start, participants can 
ask their specific questions to local attorneys. 

How to Avoid Eviction Using  
Free Mediation
Thursday, January 28 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom  
A presentation and Q&A with Attorney Matthew 
Rich of MidPenn Legal Services and Attorney 
Jordan D. Cunningham of Cunningham, Chernicoff 
& Warshawsky, P.C., member of the Dauphin 
County Bar Association’s Pro Bono Program.

 1 hour.  

Are You Eligible for an Expungement? 
Thursday, February 25 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom  
A presentation & clinic with Attorney Kara P. Pike  
of Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP, member  
of the Dauphin County Bar Association’s Pro  
Bono Program.

 1.5 hours.  

How to Restore Your Driver’s License 
Thursday, March 25 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom  
A presentation & clinic with Attorney Edward F. 
Spreha, Jr. of Wagner & Spreha, member  
of the Dauphin County Bar Association’s Pro  
Bono Program.

 1.5 hours.  

Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, 
password, and further instructions. 



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Adult Programs
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Device Club 
For ages 18+ 
Mondays, January 11, February 8, and March 8  
at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom  
Do you have questions about using your mobile 
device? Not sure how to change settings, set up 
email, or install apps? Maybe you have questions 
about downloading eBooks or eAudiobooks from 
The Library? Or are you looking for ways to get 
better search results on Google? Now is your chance 
to get your mobile device tech questions answered. 
Submit your questions in advance and then join us 
live for a virtual Device Club to get the answers.

 1 hour.  
Send your questions with the subject line  
“Device Club” to EventsCoordinator@dcls.org.

Job Seeker Resources 
For ages 18+ 
Our Job Seeker Resources program is going  
virtual with HACC’s Career Services Department! 

   1 hour.  

Resume & Cover Letter 101 
Tuesday, January 26 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Learn how to craft a winning cover letter and 
resume that will get an employer’s attention.

Plan an Effective Job Search  
and Prepare for the Interview 
Tuesday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Understand how to communicate your skills 
effectively during an interview, discuss the most 
common interview questions, and receive  
guidance on how to interview remotely.

The Power of Personal Brand:  
Learning to Communicate and  
Present Yourself Professionally
March 23 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Learn about personal branding, why it is  
important, and discover how to cultivate and 
market your brand.

Leaving Your Legacy 
For ages 18+ 
Wednesday, March 24 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom  
Not sure where to start with end-of-life planning? 
Join us for a workshop with Jay Bhagat from 
Financial Education Partnership. From death 
and estate taxes to creating a will and trust, this 
program will help each participant map out a plan 
for their legacy. 

 1 hour.  

Mental Health Series 
For ages 18+ 
Your mental health is just as important as your 
physical health. This series explores different 
activities that are designed to help you relax and 
relieve stress.

 1 hour.  

Yoga 
Wednesday, January 13 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom  
Unwind with instructor Mia Bostic in this yoga ses-
sion open to all levels. This session will help any-
one loosen up after a stressful day and lead them 
into their evening with some calm. 

Music and the Arts for Self-Care 
Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m.  
on Zoom  
Gretchen Patti, MS, FAMI, MT-BC will work with 
participants to add music and the arts to their 
toolkit of self-care strategies. Topics covered 
include creating and strategically implementing 
playlists, mandalas and journaling, chants, 
identifying triggers, progressive muscle relaxation, 
and helpful resources. Some topics will be covered 
through live experience. 

Meditation 
Wednesday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom  
Take time to pause after a busy day. Join instructor 
Mia Bostic for an evening of meditation. Never 
meditated before? This class is open to all levels.
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Reading the Rainbow Book Club 
For ages 18+ 
Ever wished there was a book club that featured LGBTQ+ protagonists and works 
by LGBTQ+ authors? We’ll read the gamut: Science Fiction, YA, Graphic Novels, 
Contemporary Fiction – as long as it’s good (and queer)!      1 hour.  

Black women and women of color, and the 
usefulness of social movements which recognize 
and embrace differences as a vehicle for change.  

Black Leopard,  
Red Wolf
by Marlon James 
Tuesday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 on Zoom  
The first book of The Dark Star 
Trilogy, Black Leopard, Red Wolf 

follows Tracker, a mercenary who has been 
hired to find a boy who went missing three years 
ago. Though he normally works alone, Tracker 
finds himself joining a ragtag group of mystical 
individuals who have come together to locate the 
missing child. Marlon James’ most recent novel, 
which draws heavily from African history and 
mythology, is sure to captivate.  

This program is supported by the 
Friends of William H. & Marion C. 
Alexander Family Library.

Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, 
password, and further instructions. 

Knit One, Crochet Too! 
For ages 15+ 
Wednesdays, January 27, February 24, and  
March 31 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom  
Whether you can whip up a sweater in a day or you 
don’t know a knitting needle from a crochet hook, 
this class is for you. Gather your supplies and join us 
for an evening of learning and conversation.  

 1 hour.  

Meaty
by Samantha Irby 
Tuesday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m.  
on Zoom  
Comedian, blogger, and author 
Samantha Irby offers an unapologetic 
and hilarious exploration of all things 
uncomfortable about adulthood in 

her first published work, Meaty. Irby’s “infamous, 
scathing wit and poignant candor” encourage us 
to laugh along with her as she delves deep in this 
unforgettable collection of essays.  

Sister Outsider
by Audre Lorde 
Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m.  
on Zoom
Sister Outsider is a hard-hitting 
collection of essays and speeches 
from 1976-1984, written by self-
described “black, lesbian, mother, 

warrior, poet,” Audre Lorde. These essays explore 
several themes prominent in Lorde’s work, including 
intersectional feminism, the importance of uplifting 
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Minds Matter Harrisburg  
with Black Girl Health Foundation
Saturday, January 23 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on The Library’s Facebook page 
Join The Library, Black Girl Health Foundation, and the National Network of Libraries 
of Medicine for a day-long event focused on taking care of your mental health. Six 
workshops will cover the topics of nutrition, financial health, bridging the racial divide, 
pilates, holistic approaches to coping with anxiety and depression, and the importance 
of the mental health of children.  
For more details and registration, please visit  
mindsmatter.blackgirlhealthfoundation.org 

Hari Jones: Hidden Histories Series 
The Importance of Narrative Correction
For ages 16+ 
Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  
There are many myths taken as truth in American history. Who has authored our 
nation’s past and who is missing from the narrative? Uncovering forensic legacies 
that have been forgotten can help us better understand this nation’s origins, 
conflicts, successes, and triumphs for the common good. The event’s presenter, 

Christy S. Coleman is the Executive Director of the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation. With a career 
spanning over 30 years, Christy S. Coleman has served as the Chief Executive Officer of some of the 
nation’s most prominent museums. She’s a tireless advocate for the power of museums, narrative 
correction, diversity and inclusiveness.

 1 hour.  

Voices of F.E.W.: The Life and Legacy 
of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
For ages 16+ 
Wednesday, March 17 at 6:00p.m. on Zoom  
Join us for a very special presentation focusing on the life 
and work of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, famed abolitionist, 
literary figure, and champion for civil and women’s rights. 
Sharia Benn will perform an excerpt from her acclaimed 
original production “Voices of F.E.W.” as Harper, before 

returning as herself to provide us with valuable insight about this incredible woman’s life and activism. 
Dr. Jean Corey will delve into the historical context of Harper’s writing and help us to answer the 
question, “Why have I not heard more about this amazing woman?”

Sharia Benn is the Founder, President and Executive Artistic Director  
of the Sankofa African American Theatre Company in Harrisburg. 

Dr. Jean Corey is a Professor of English and Director of the Center  
for Public Humanities at Messiah University.

 1 hour.  

Hidden Histories Program Series and Collection
The Library has partnered with the Dauphin County Commissioners to create a carefully curated, 
permanent Hidden Histories collection and program series that celebrates the life and work of visionary 
historian, Hari Jones. Both the program series and collection have been designed to foster ongoing 
community dialogue, discussion and discernment.

Mary 
Sachs
S • E • R • I • E • S

Funding support 
provided by the Mary 
Sachs Charitable Trust.

COMMUNITY  
PARTNER PROGRAM

Better when we work together.
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