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Susan Orlean 
Author of the Year 
Read her books this  
Fall and Winter! 
Plan to see her LIVE next Spring. 

Join our “Author of the Year” email 
list to receive alerts about upcoming 
Susan Orlean programs and updates  
on her Spring event.

Details on page 5.



Find your direction with The Library
Compass is your guide to discovering events and programming 
for children, families, teens, and adults.

For now, most of our programming will continue online, and we’ll be 
publishing Compass more frequently as our programming and 
services change and evolve.

Registration
Most events with The Library require registration.  
Visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

When you are registered, you’ll receive a confirmation email, and 
you’ll be contacted by a Library employee with more information 
and any links you may need to our online events.

For recurring children’s programs, register once and you’re 
registered for all events following. You’ll be contacted each week 
with a link to the program. Even online, programming is better 
together! Please plan to stay and interact with your child during  
the program.

We Respect Your Privacy
The Library sometimes photographs, records or takes screenshots 
at virtual and in-person events and programs for publicity purposes. 
If you’d prefer that you or your children not appear in any photos, 
videos or screenshots taken by The Library, please let the leader 
know prior to the event.

•  Let us know what you think or suggest a program. 

•  Email eventscoordinator@dcls.org or contact us on social media. 
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Open October 12, Columbus Day!

Closings:
Labor Day 
Sunday & Monday, September 6-7

Register now for fall programming!
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Join The Library’s Youth Services 
Programming Team online this fall!
Find us on our Facebook group, Children’s 
Programs at The Library, for conversation, 
craft ideas, book suggestions, programming 
info and reminders, and more!

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for videos 
from The Library’s Youth Services Staff. Snap the 
QR code to the left, or go to dcls.org/youtube. 

Plan to join us for the annual Joan Y. Leopold Children’s 
Book Week Celebration
November 9 – November 15, 2020
Author and illustrator Selina Alko will join us on Zoom to talk about her book  
Why am I Me? Families in attendance will receive a free copy of the book to keep. 
Join our Children’s Book Week email list to receive alerts on program dates 
and registration by visiting dcls.org/cbw

Discover Us Online!

This Children’s Book Week Celebration is made possible by the 
Joan Y. Leopold Endowment Fund. Joan Y. Leopold, a life long 
resident of Dauphin County, served as a board member of the 
Dauphin County Library System for more than 20 years. A tireless 
advocate for both child and adult literacy, her belief that reading 
opens a world of education and imagination lives on in her family, 
students and all those she touched through her efforts.

Joan Y. Leopold Children’s Book Week Celebration

Selina Alko

We are planning content for preschoolers, students, kids, and teens. 

There will be follow ups to Storytimes that you’ll be able to watch any time. 
We’ll share craft and activity how-tos, and much more.

Once Upon a Toon
with cartoonist Joe Wos

 “A mindful, captivating ode to wonder and a must  
for any story- or bedtime repertoire.” – Kirkus Reviews



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Rin Tin Tin: DIY Dog Toy
18+
Wednesday, September 9 at 7 p.m. on Zoom 
Upon realizing that Rin Tin Tin was a real dog and 
not just a TV character, Susan Orlean sought to 
learn more about his legacy. Rin Tin Tin is a beloved 
icon and in her book Rin Tin Tin, Orlean explains 
dogs’ roles in American popular culture, and the 
bonds between humans and animals.

Grab an old t-shirt and join The Library to learn 
how to make a dog toy! Together we will go step-by-
step and end up with a toy that your dog is bound to 
love. You can still join us even if you don’t have a dog 
– donate your finished toy to a pup in need!
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed  
a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

Throw Me a Bone:  
Pet Nutrition Class
18+
Tuesday, October 13 at 7 p.m. on Zoom 
In Throw Me a Bone, Susan Orlean’s dog Cooper 
shares 50 of his favorite healthy, homemade snacks, 
meals, and treats. From pancakes to pizza, Cooper 
includes a variety of recipes that your own pooch is 
bound to love.

Want to learn more about pet nutrition? Join  
The Library for an informational virtual class with  
the Humane Society of Harrisburg Area to learn  
how to navigate pet nutrition and keep your furry 
friend healthy. 
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed  
a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

Author of the Year

Y
ou

r 
Pl

ac

e to Belong

A global pandemic, a stagnant economy, systemic racism, polarizing elections. 
Through the unmatched turmoil of 2020, The Library has remained a place to 
belong—a trusted beacon of unity, understanding, connection and peace.  

The Library’s singular role in shaping our national consciousness fills the pages of the  
award-winning The Library Book, penned by New York-based journalist and best-selling  
author Susan Orlean. 

The Library is thrilled to announce that Orlean is bringing her unique wit, charm and 
unmatched talent for historical story-telling to Dauphin County in the spring of 2021. 
Orlean is also the author of Rin Tin Tin, and The Orchid Thief, which became the 
basis for the award-winning film ADAPTATION. The Library will devote a year of 
programming to Orlean’s thought-provoking works and her rich exploration of libraries, 
the people who run them, and the diverse slice of humanity who runs TO them in times 
of strife.       

Please come meet her in person and hear her inspiring words in May of 2021 at a free 
public event. We invite you to start to dive into her soul-enriching books now, and find the 
hope and healing written between the lines of her brilliant vision for civic engagement.

Join our “Author of the Year” email list by visiting dcls.org/SusanOrlean to receive 
alerts about upcoming Susan Orlean programs and updates on her Spring event.

Read her books this Fall and Winter! 
Plan to see her LIVE next Spring.

Susan Orlean
dcls.org/SusanOrlean



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Reading Challenge on Beanstack

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
For ages 0 to 5

The idea is simple: build a daily reading habit with  
your child, log your reading, and earn prizes!
Register your infant, toddler, or preschooler any time before they 
start kindergarten and start reading. Log the books you read. What 
counts towards your reading? EVERYTHING! You can read the same 
book 1000 times; you can read 1000 different books. You can hear 
books at storytimes at The Library and they count. An older sibling or 
grandparent can read, and it still counts!

Read three books a day, and you’ll be done in less than a year!

Earn a prize book at 100 books, 500 books, and 1000 books,  
and sign our wall of readers at your library every time you hit a  
100 book milestone.

Register today on Beanstack at dcls.beanstack.org. 

Pick up a paper log at any library, or log your reading online  
with the Beanstack Tracker app.

 preshcool

 toddler

 infant
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Reading Challenge on Beanstack

Read Woke Challenge
For ages 5 to 18

September 1 to November 30, 2020

Join The Library and the 2019 School Librarian of the Year, Cicely 
Lewis, for the Read Woke challenge. 

Sign up in Beanstack for the challenge, then find and read books that 
fit each of the categories. There are suggestions for reading that go 
along with each of the badges. Log your activities, complete the 
challenge, and be entered to win one of four Read Woke prize baskets.

Discover diverse books, log activities, and READ WOKE.

Head to dcls.beanstack.org for more information and to sign up.
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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The Library’s Stepping Stones to Milestones 
programming officially launches this fall!
Developed by our team of educators and librarians, Stepping Stones 
to Milestones is a cohesive storytime experience. We aim to help 
children get ready to start school and to position parents and 
caregivers as their child’s first teacher.

There will be some additions and changes to our regular storytime 
curriculum. These include opportunities for further interaction 
between parents and children, some new books and rhymes, and 
lots of ways to extend storytime at home.

When you register for Zoom Storytimes with The Library, we will be 
in communication about Stepping Stones to Milestones. You’ll 
receive some materials to use at home during your regularly 
scheduled storytime.

Stepping Stones to Milestones



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Born to Read 
Ages Birth – 18 months 
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom
Baby, you are Born to Read! Experience songs and 
stories together to help your baby learn sounds, 
language, and a love of books. Connect with other 
parents via Zoom. This program is for parents, 
grandparents, caregivers and their babies. You’ll 
need a computer or mobile device with camera and 
microphone to participate.
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Toddler Storytime 
Ages 19 – 35 months 
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Give your toddler a foundation for early learning 
and reading skills. Songs, rhymes, fingerplays, and 
stories will be presented via Zoom this summer. 
Adults will learn tips and tricks to continue the 
learning at home. You’ll need a computer or mobile 
device with camera and microphone to participate. 
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Family Storytime 
For families with children of all ages
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Join all your friends at The Library for an early 
learning bonanza. We’ll have stories, songs, rhymes, 
fingerplays, and more that will help your child 
to build their skills and be ready to succeed at 
whatever is next. You’ll need a computer or mobile 
device with camera and microphone to participate.
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Preschool Storytime 
Ages 3 – 5 years 
Fridays at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Songs, rhymes, and stories help your child develop 
a love of reading and build early learning skills that 
will help your child succeed. This program will be 
presented via Zoom this summer. Adults learn tips 
and tricks to continue teaching at home. You’ll 
need a computer or mobile device with camera and 
microphone to participate.
About 30 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Born to Read
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Programs for kids and teens

Build Your Own Book Club
For ages 11 to 13
Mondays at 4:00 on Zoom
Have a book you’re itching to talk about? We’re 
itching to hear about it! Share it with the Build Your 
Own Book Club, where each week we’ll tackle a 
new genre, theme, or character, covering graphic 
novels, to realistic fiction, to sci-fi, and everything in 
between. And the best part? You get to choose!

You’ll need a computer or mobile device with 
camera and optional microphone to join.

1.5 hours.
Registration is required and limited.  You will also be 
emailed a Google classroom invite, where we’ll post 
the theme, genre, character, etc. of the week.

Banned Book Club
For ages 14 to 17
Mondays at 4:00 on Zoom
Have you ever been told you can’t read a book? Join 
the Banned Book Club, where those are the only 
books we’ll be reading! Once a week we will talk 
about books that have been banned or challenged 
in the last decade and look at why people have tried 
to get these books off the shelves.

You’ll need a computer or mobile device with 
camera and optional microphone to join.

1.5 hours.
Registration is required  
and limited. You will be  
emailed a Google  
classroom invite, where  
we’ll post discussion  
questions and information.

Dungeons and Dragons
For ages 13 to 18
Saturdays at 3:00 on Discord
Tell stories, cast spells, defeat the bad guy with 
Dungeons and Dragons! For beginners or experts. 
No dice, books, or characters required. 

You’ll need a computer or mobile device with 
camera and optional microphone to join.

2 hours.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants will  
be emailed more information and a link to the Discord. 

Programs for Kids and Teens
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To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Teen Zine

Call for Submissions
We are seeking submissions for our first ever  
Teen Zine, an online publication showcasing your 
original work. Send us your poetry, short fiction, 
artwork, photography, creative nonfiction, comics, and 
more to be published in a digital zine you can access 
from our website. We want to see your creative side!

Submissions can be emailed to slowe@dcls.org. 

Guidelines:

1.  Ages 12-18.

2.  Written work should not exceed 5 pages and should be 
submitted as a .docx, or a Google Doc. 

3.  Comics, artwork, and photography should be submitted 
as a .jpg, with a separate document including the title 
and short explanation (about 2 sentences) explaining 
the inspiration for the work. Comics should be no more 
than 5 pages. 

4.  Please include your name, age, grade, and email or 
phone number with your submission. 

5.  All languages accepted. 

6.  Submissions containing profanity or inappropriate 
themes or images will not be considered. 

7.  All submissions must be your original work. 

8.  Limited to three submissions per person. 

9.  We will accept submissions on a rolling  
basis, but the deadline for inclusion in  
the first issue is September 30.

11



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.
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Family Programs

P-ARRR-ty Time!
For families with children of all ages
Thursday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Ahoy, me Hearties! In observance of Talk Like a 
Pirate Day (celebrated Saturday, September 19), 
The Library will host a virtual pirate shindig. Learn 
your pirate name and brush up on seafaring lingo, 
hear some tales from the high seas, and create a 
swashbuckling craft! Feel free to wear your best 
buccaneer duds! Both scallywags and land lubbers 
welcome!

You’ll need a computer or mobile device with 
camera and optional microphone to join.

About 45 minutes. 
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Family Paint Party
For families with children of all ages
Thursday, October 22 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Join us for a virtual paint party! A simple, 
seasonal, family friendly project will be explained 
step-by-step. We will use many supplies that 
can be found around the house. Supply lists 
will be emailed to participants and available at 
The Library. A limited number of supplies will be 
provided to participants that need them. 

You’ll need a computer or mobile device with 
camera and optional microphone to join.

45 minutes.
Registration is required and limited. Registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link, password, and further 
instructions. 

Take and Make Crafts & Activities
While supplies last!
Stop by any library to pick up a monthly Take and Make Craft.  
The Library will give you kits with all the supplies you need, aside  
from a few basics, as well as instructions. Ask for one at the desk  
or with your curbside pickup items!

September: Pencil Cases
October: Stained Glass Windows



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Book Clubs for Adults
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Reading the Rainbow Book Club
18+
Ever wished there was a book club that featured LGBTQ+ protagonists 
and works by LGBTQ+ authors? We’ll read the gamut: Science Fiction, YA, 
Graphic Novels, Contemporary Fiction – as long as it’s good (and queer)!
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, password,  
and further instructions.

The Next Chapter Book Club
My Kind of Place
18+
Thursday, October 29 at 4 p.m. on Zoom 
Susan Orlean, The Library’s Author of the Year,  takes readers on a series 
of remarkable journeys in a uniquely witty and sophisticated travel book. 
In this collection of adventures far and near, Orlean conducts a tour of 
the world via its subcultures, from the heart of the African music scene 
in Paris to the World Taxidermy Championships in Springfield, Illinois 
– and even into her own apartment, where she imagines a very famous 
houseguest taking advantage of her hospitality.
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a Zoom link, password, 
and further instructions. Please contact EventsCoordinator@dcls.org if you 
would like to participate in-person at EV.

Into the Drowning Deep  
by Mira Grant
Saturday, October 10 at 1:00p.m.  
on Zoom 
Join us for some science fiction 
horror this Halloween season! 
Seven years after a film crew 
disappeared while filming a 
mockumentary of ancient sea 
creatures, scientist Victoria Stewart sets off to 
figure out what lies in the depths of the ocean 
and what happened to her sister who was part 
of the original crew. 

An Unkindness of Ghosts  
by Rivers Solomon
Saturday, September 12 at 
1:00p.m. on Zoom
Solomon’s debut novel follows Aster 
Grey aboard the HSS Matilda, a 
spaceship decades into its journey 
to the Promised Land. Aster discov-
ers a surprising connection between 
her mother’s death and the spaceship’s sover-
eign which leads her down a path searching for 
more answers. 

Print copies of the monthly book club selection are available for registrants 
courtesy of the Friends of William H. & Marion C. Alexander Family Library. 

To request a copy, please contact EventsCoordinator@dcls.org.

Read Susan Orlean’s books this Fall and Winter! 
Plan to see her LIVE next Spring.
More details on page 5.



To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

Adult Programs
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Preparing for the  
2020 Elections
18+
Wednesday, September 23, 7 p.m. on Zoom 
Be an informed voter! Confused by all the advertising 
on TV? Not sure who all is running for election? Have 
questions about mail-in ballots? Shirley McCormick 
from the League of Women Voters of the Harrisburg 
Area will discuss what to expect on the November 
ballot, resources you can use to learn about the 
candidates, and more. 
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed  
a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 

Device Club
18+
Thursday, September 17 and October 15 at  
7 p.m. on Zoom 
Do you have questions about using your mobile 
device? Not sure how to change settings, set up 
email or install apps? Maybe you have questions 
about downloading eBooks or eAudiobooks from The 
Library? Or are you looking for ways to get better 
search results on Google? Now is your chance to get 
your mobile device tech questions answered. Submit 
your questions in advance and then join us live for a 
virtual Device Club to get the answers.
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed a 
Zoom link, password, and further instructions. Send your 
questions to EventsCoordinator@dcls.org with the subject 
line “Device Club.”

Knit One, Crochet Too!
18+
Wednesday, September 30 and October 28  
at 6 p.m. on Zoom 
Whether you can whip up a sweater in a day or you 
don’t know a knitting needle from a crochet hook, 
this class is for you. Gather your supplies and join 
us for an evening of learning and conversation. 
60 minutes.
Registration is required. Registrants will  
be emailed a Zoom link, password, and  
further instructions. 

VOTE
Your Voice Matters!

Small Business Workshop 
with Jamal Jones
18+
Wednesday, September 16 at 3 p.m. on Zoom 
Join Jamal Jones from the City of Harrisburg’s 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development for a workshop on grants and funding 
for small businesses. Learn about what grants and 
loans are available for business owners, as well as 
tips and tricks for your applications. 
2 hours. 
Registration is required. Registrants will be emailed  
a Zoom link, password, and further instructions. 



Animal Crossing:  
New Horizons
18+ 
Tuesday, September 15 and October 20, 4 p.m.  
on Zoom 
Are you an adult who enjoys playing 
Animal Crossing: New Horizons? 
Looking for new ideas for your 
island? Join us for a relaxing 
afternoon of island hopping 
and exploration!
2 hours. 
Registration is required. 
Registrants will be emailed 
a Zoom link, password, and 
further instructions. 

Tricks and Treats:  
A Halloween Pet Parade
All ages
Dauphin County Library System Facebook Page, 
October 28 through October 31 

Join The Library for a virtual Halloween Pet Parade! 
Submit a photo of your dressed up furry friend to 

be included in a photo album on The Library’s 
Facebook page. Like your favorite pet’s photo 

to vote for them as Best in Show. Voting 
begins on Thursday October 29 and the 
winners will be announced at 12 p.m. on 
Halloween — Saturday October 31.
Registration is not required to participate. 
Send photo submissions to social@dcls.org 
with the subject “Pet Parade” by October 
28. Please include a photo of your pet in 

costume, your pet’s name, and the inspiration 
for their costume.

To sign up for programs requiring registration, visit dcls.org/events or call 717.234.4961 and choose option 6.

September:
Miniature Book Pendant
A craft perfect for bibliophiles! Use old book 
pages and leather to create a mini book 
necklace. Bind your mini book with blank pages 
instead for a mini sketchbook or notebook. You 
will also need a small hole puncher and a pair  
of pliers. 

Knit Clay Coasters
Dress up your workspace or coffee table with a 
cozy coaster perfect for autumn. Twist strips of 
polymer clay together to create a knit pattern 
coaster. Bake your finished piece to harden the 
clay and it’s ready for use!

October:
Pumpkin Iris Folding
Learn the art of iris folding! Follow a pattern 
to layer strips of paper in a spiraling pattern. 
You will end up with a colorful, festive pumpkin 
design perfect for displaying or turning into a 
greeting card.

Autumn Book Garland
Transform pages from old books into a delicate 
fall leaf garland. Use leaf templates in the kit 
or cut out your own designs! String your paper 
leaves onto the twine and your garland is ready 
for display.

Get Crafty: Take and Make Kits
18+ 
Stop by any open library to pick up one of our take and make kits this fall and learn a new skill. The kits 
contain printed instructions and everything needed to complete the activity, aside from a few basics. 
Available at The Library while supplies last. Ask for one at the desk or with your curbside pickup items!
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Adult Programs



William H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library (AFL)
200 West 2nd Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717.566.0949

 East Shore Area Library (ESA)
4501 Ethel Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
717.652.9380

 Elizabethville Area Library (EV)
80 North Market Street
Elizabethville, PA 17023 
717.362.9825 

Johnson Memorial Library (JOH)
799 East Center Street
Millersburg, PA 17061 
717.692.2658

Kline Library (KL)
530 South 29th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17104 
717.234.3934

 Madeline L. Olewine 
Memorial Library (MOM)
2410 North 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
717.232.7286

McCormick Riverfront Library (MRL)
101 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717.234.4976 

 Northern Dauphin Library (ND)
683 Main Street
Lykens, PA 17048 
717.523.0340

dcls.org – Your Ninth Library
Online information available  
24 hours a day 7 days a week.  
Visit now!

MARCO – Your Exploration Station
Mobile Wi-Fi hot spot and charging station

Wi-Fi is available for public use in our parking lots  
and inside all eight library locations.

Please follow Social Distancing Guidelines.
Thanks for your cooperation.




